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LEGISLATION & CONSULTATIONS 

Scotland working on Single Authorisation Framework 

The Scottish Government and SEPA are producing a Single Authorisation Framework, to improve 

what is currently seen as an inconsistent and complicated set of environmental authorisations. 

It is hoped the Single Authorisation Framework will bring together all the permissioning 

arrangements for water, waste, radioactive substances and Pollution Prevention and Control, into a 

single permissioning structure and under a single standardised procedure.  (Read more: cedrec.com) 

The Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 

These Regulations apply to England, Wales & Scotland, and come into force on 20 December 2016. 

They amend the 2007 Regulations by setting new packaging targets for plastic for 2016 to 2020, and 

or glass for 2018 to 2020.   The target for recycling by re-melt for 2016 and 2017 is continued for 

2018 to 2020.  

Defra consulting on further changes to packaging recycling business targets 

This consultation invites views on proposed amendments to the business targets for paper, 

aluminium, steel and wood and for overall recovery and recycling in the consolidation of the 

Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations SI 2007/871, and the Producer 

Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations Northern Ireland SR 2007/198.   

This consultation closes on 6 January 2017.   (Read more: defra.gov.uk) 

HSE consulting on Freight Containers Regulations 

The HSE is consulting on Regulations to replace the Freight Containers (Safety Convention) 

Regulations SI 1984/1890. 

In response to feedback received during the first public consultation held between 18 January and 

25 February 2016, the HSE made changes to the original proposal and now proposes to introduce a 

new set of Regulations known as the Freight Containers (Safety Convention) Regulations 2017.  

(Read more: cedrec.com) 

 

 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://cedrec.com/infocus/index.htm?infocus_id=25231
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1146/contents/made
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/waste/packagingtargets2018-20/
https://cedrec.com/infocus/index.htm?infocus_id=25236


GUIDANCE & CAMPAIGNS 

HSE annual statistics published for 2015/16 

The HSE have released their summary annual statistics on workplace illness and injury for 2015/16. 

In 2015/16, a total of 30.4 million working days were lost due to work-related illness and non-fatal 

workplace injuries.  25.9 million days were lost due to work-related illness - this is 2.6 million more 

days than reported in 2014/15. The number of working days lost due to workplace injury has also 

increased from last year by 400,000 to make a total of 4.5 million lost days.  (Read more: hse.gov.uk) 

HSE reports 6 worker deaths in the Waste sector in 2015/16 

More specifically, HSE also published its latest Health and safety in the Waste sector in Great Britain 
report, showing that there were 6 fatalities to workers in the Waste sector over the period 2015/16. 
This brings the figure up to 30 waste worker fatalities over the past five years. 

The data also shows that: 
 over the five years to 2015/16, there were 12 fatal injuries to members of the public arising 

from work activities in the waste sector; 
 of the main industry sectors, only agriculture has a higher fatal injury rate over this period; 
 5% of workers suffered an illness they believe to be work-related; 
 5% of workers sustained a non-fatal workplace injury; 
 an annual average of between 23,000 and 132,000 working days lost due to workplace injury 

in the Waste sector 
 an annual average of between 86,000 and 274,000 working days lost due to work- related 

illness in the waste sector 
 provisional figures for 2015/16 show a total of 347 notices issued by HSE inspectors in the 

Waste sector:  271 improvement notices and 76 prohibitions.  This figure is comparable to the 
387 notices issued in 2014/15. 

The waste sector accounts for around 0.4% of the jobs in Great Britain. The report considers the 
current health and safety situation for the waste sector, with a focus on the scale and profile of 
work-related illness and injury in workers in the sector. 

Campaign to boost dangerous driving prosecutions 

A Biffa campaign, and collaboration with Staffordshire Police, has seen a significant rise in dangerous 
driving prosecution, the waste firm says.  The ‘Driving Recklessly on Pavements’ (DROPS) campaign 
aims to raise awareness of the dangers of driving on pavements, and the significant impact it has.   

The waste industry is one of the most dangerous in the UK and every month waste collectors report 
30,000 incidents of motorists driving recklessly on pavements, Biffa says. 

Dr Karen McDonnell, Occupational Safety & Health Policy Adviser at the Royal Society for Prevention 
of Accidents (and Immediate Past President of IOSH), said:  “Driving on the footway (or pavement) is 
an offence under Section 72 of the Highways Act 1835 and is also prohibited by Rule 145 of the 
Highway Code.   The proactive approach taken by Biffa to tackle this issue is to be commended.   
RoSPA would encourage Biffa to share the learning from this initiative with the wider world of 
work.”  (View video clips and read more at ciwm-journal.co.uk). 
 
ESA to maintain health and safety focus 

The Environmental Services Association (ESA) has pledged to continue work to spread best practice 

on health and safety in the waste sector, after reporting a 32% reduction in injuries across its 

membership in 2015. (Read more: letsrecycle.com) 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/overall/hssh1516.pdf?pdf=hssh1516
http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/industry/waste-recycling/waste-recycling.pdf
https://www.biffa.co.uk/news/drops-driving-recklessly-pavements/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ4c4OqJj6c
http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/biffa-campaign-boosts-dangerous-driving-prosecutions/
http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/esa-to-maintain-health-and-safety-focus/


RDF group working on Code of Practice 

Work on an RDF Code of Practice to make sure that suppliers of refuse-derived fuel (RDF) meet the 

quality requirements of off-takers is underway, Eunomia managing director Mike Brown announced 

on 24 November. 

The work is being led by the RDF Industry Group – an association of UK waste operators and 

exporters founded in 2015 which includes Eunomia – with members such as Veolia and FCC 

Environment.  (Read more: letsrecycle.com) 

Trade bodies join forces over “restrictive” fire guidance 

Trade associations from the waste and recycling sector have joined forces to lobby the Environment 
Agency (EA) over its recently revised fire prevention plan (FPP) guidance.  

The Wood Recyclers Association (WRA), the Tyre Recovery Association (TRA), UROC (United 
Resource Operators Consortium) and the Resource Association all believe the latest Fire Prevention 
Plan (FPP) guidance issued by the EA will have a major negative impact on the sector if left in its 
current state.   The trade bodies fear the guidance is too restrictive and could force operators out of 
business or drastically reduce their capacities to recycle.    (Read more:  ciwm-journal.co.uk) 

Waste firms unite to tackle danger of people sheltering in bins  

Three UK waste management companies have announced a joint initiative to tackle the potentially 
deadly issue of people using refuse containers for shelter this winter.   More than 10 people have 
died in the UK during the last five years after containers in which they’d sought shelter overnight 
were emptied into waste trucks. 

Now a collection of UK waste firms, led by Biffa, Veolia and B&M Waste Services, have met for the 
first time and committed to work together in order to help save lives through increased education 
and co-operation.   (Read more:  ciwm-journal.co.uk) 

INCIDENTS & PROSECUTIONS 

Waste asphyxiation tests sentencing guidelines 

New Earth Solutions, a waste treatment business, has been fined £80,000 after an employee was 
buried in a pile of waste and asphyxiated.   The judge indicated that had the company not been in 
administration, the fine would have been between £600,000 and £1.3million.  

This is believed to be the first application of the new sentencing guidelines to a firm that has 
stopped trading.  (Read more: ioshmagazine.com and hse.gov.uk) 

UK Wood Recycling fined over Teesside wood piles 

UK Wood Recycling Ltd has been ordered to pay £143,335 in fines and costs for storing waste wood 
in a manner likely to cause pollution at its site near Redcar in 2014. 

The company, based in Manchester, was sentenced at Teesside Crown Court on 24 November over 
the storage of the material at the Wilton International industrial estate site between April and 
September 2014.  (Read more: letsrecycle.com) 

 

http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/rdf-industry-group-working-on-code-of-practice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-prevention-plans-environmental-permits/fire-prevention-plans-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-prevention-plans-environmental-permits/fire-prevention-plans-environmental-permits
http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/trade-bodies-join-forces-restrictive-fire-guidance/
http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/?s=Rough+Sleepers&submit=Search
http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/?s=Rough+Sleepers&submit=Search
http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/waste-firms-unites-tackle-danger-people-sheltering-bins/
https://www.ioshmagazine.com/article/waste-pile-asphyxiation-provides-first-test
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2016/employee-dies-after-collapse-of-waste-material-covers-him/
http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/uk-wood-recycling-fined-over-teesside-wood-piles/


Packaging firm fined over safety breaches 

A packaging company has been fined after a worker’s thumb was severed due to the company’s 

failure to take adequate measures to prevent access to dangerous parts of machinery. 

Jiffy Packaging Company Limited, which produces packaging for the food industry and stationery 

products, was found guilty at Liverpool Crown Court today after an investigation by the HSE.      

(Read more: hse.gov.uk) 

Urbaser RCV overturns in Hampshire 

A collection crew operative from services firm Urbaser remained in hospital overnight after suffering 

minor injuries when a collection vehicle overturned on the M27 motorway on 21 November. 

The vehicle was transporting waste collected from homes in Gosport when it overturned, and the 

crew member was taken to Queen Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth along with another operative 

and the vehicle’s driver.  Two of the crew members had to be cut free from the vehicle by fire crews. 

(Read more:  letsrecycle.com and ciwm-journal.co.uk) 

Chemical firm boss gets suspended sentence 

The Environment Agency has reminded waste producers to “take their environmental 

responsibilities seriously” after a Middlesbrough businessman was handed a six-month suspended 

prison sentence for illegally burning waste materials on his land. 

Brian Hannon caused a major fire at his chemical company in March 2015 by instructing staff to burn 

materials on-site rather than hire a commercial waste collector. (Read more:  sunderlandecho.com) 

Waste disposal firm fined after worker loses leg 

An Essex-based hazardous waste disposal company has been fined (2 December) after a worker was 
crushed beneath a tracked excavator at a sorting and recycling site. 

Basildon Crown Court heard how on 7 February 2014 the worker was processing wood waste at a 
site operated by Cohart Asbestos Disposal Ltd at Archers Field in Basildon.   A company director was 
operating a 360o tracked excavator, which he was using to transfer waste from a main pile to an 
adjacent manual-sorting area.  The injured worker moved behind the excavator to pick up an old 
door and place it in a skip.  As he did so, the operator reversed the plant, crushing the worker 
beneath one of the tracks.  He sustained serious crush injuries to his right leg which later required 
amputation in hospital.   (Read more:  hse.gov.uk) 

Company fined £4000 for discharging contaminated run-off  

A construction company has been fined £4000 at Glasgow Sheriff Court for discharging surface water 

run-off contaminated with suspended solids into a burn in Kirkintilloch during June & July 2013. 

Allma Construction Limited pled guilty to:                                                                                                                    

-  discharging surface water run-off which was discoloured and contaminated with suspended solids;                                                                                                                                                         

-  carrying out earthworks at a construction site exposing the water environment to the risk of 

pollution by discharge from surface water run-off;                                                                                                                                           

-  failing to provide adequate and effective surface water run-off drainage/control;                                                   

all without the authority of an authorisation.    (Read more:  sepa.org.uk) 

http://press.hse.gov.uk/2016/packaging-firm-fined-over-safety-breaches/
http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/three-hospitalised-after-urbase
http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/three-hospital-urbaser-waste-truck-overturns/
http://www.sunderlandecho.com/news/crime/chemical-firm-boss-gets-suspended-jail-sentence-after-sparking-1million-blaze-1-8244365
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2016/waste-disposal-firm-fined-after-worker-loses-leg/
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2016/company-fined-4-000-for-discharging-run-off-contaminated-with-suspended-solids-into-the-bothlin-burn/?utm_source=Update+standard+list&utm_campaign=ed9200123e-SEPA_Update_16113030_11_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_ter

